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The oxygen consumption is a prerequisite for VO2 = VI X FI2 -VE x FE ......... (1) determining the cardiac output by the Fick method. It is obtained after breathing room air for a known where Vo2 = oxygen consumption (1/min) period of time, by measuring the minute volume, = inspired volume of air (1/mm) and the fractional concentrations of carbon dioxide, Fi0 = fractional concentration of and oxygen of the expired air.
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